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A GUARDSMAN. 

the King (William IV.) and all 
successors. 

This matter having been so 
torily arranged to both patiie 
shilling was duly melted, accom] 
or two more of the same fiimi] 
contributed by (in military ] 
" foster-father," on the strengtli 
birth of an " attached'" son. 
settled the time aud place of oi 
ing, for the purpose of pfeseDtiu 
the new purchase to the commi 
and one or two other mustachio 
of his Majesty's blue guard, we 
the night, mutually pleased will 

As my present situation affor 
hcility for the furtherance of 
projects, I determined on remai 
quo, until the terms of roy agreeE 
finally completed. Having there 
ed a porter for my luggage, I r< 
to dream of jack-boots and Jew 
and Waterloo; and long ere m 
ed, I had earned imperishabli 
many a bloody field, far eclipsii 
Shaw in personal intrepidity 
hand encounter. 
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rom the wall, and intimated the same 
io the reguUdons. So saying, aod 
ct and poeitiTS injuDCtdons to adhere 
usly to the rules therein laid down, 
le " in silent meditation fancy free." 
rat impulse was to read the rules, 
formed me that the total use of my 
fas prohihited, (the teeth might as 
e been included also,) and no talking, 
or whistling was allowable, (by the 
it fellow muBt be a merry, light- 
soul indeed, and richly deserving of 
remium, who could commit a breach 
st two regulations ; and, for the first, 
t, like Hamlet, soliloquise aloud,) 
le most heavy pains and penalties. 
•GCupation during week-days would 
: agreeably diversified with picking 
turning an iron water tank for the 
accommodation of the prison, and 
round a yard or court, at double open 
injunction with some score or two 
ung gentlemen, aspirants like myself 
emment distinctions. This formed 
er a happy and amusing pasUme, to 
n additional grace was given by the 
novelty attending it. 
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Vfy resolution was at once taken, patiently 
I peraeveringly to encounter every diffi- 
ty, privation, and mbery to vhich my 
lishment would expose me ; and I looked 
vard with the utmost impatience to that 
mentous period when I should be home 
the vast and trackless deep to those fe- 
te regions, where I should at once enter 

that probationary era on which would 
leod my future misery or well-being. 
rhe auspicious day at length arrived, fi-augbt 
h such vital interest to bo many ; and we 
e called by name to attend that muster on 
ttsb soil which was fated to the greater 
tion to be the last. After being served 

with new grey clothing, and having gone 
)ugb the ceremony of ablution, which under 
umgtances of such excitement was merely 
linal, we were examined and inspected 
the surgeon-superintendent of the vessel, 

Moxey of the Royal Navy, a tall and 
irmined-looking Scotchman, whose coud- 
tnce denoted characteristic shrewdness 

sagacity, accompanied with great energy 

decision of character. We were then 
s-shipped to our future floating prison, 
le ship named the " Woodbridge," Cap- 
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CHAPTER III. 



ascending from the boat to the deck 
I vessel in answer to my name, I was 
ed by the surgeon, Dr. Moxey, who, 
ing whether or not I had been a non- 
issioned officer in the Blues, informed 
lat, upon the strength of certain repre- 
ions which had been made to him rela- 
o me, touching my character, connex- 
Bcc., he thought fit to nominate me as 
boatswain over my fellow-prisoners, and 

should speedily be apprised of further 
ictlons, connected with the duties of 
ffice. I was then ordered to go be- 
llowing the dusky forms of those preced- 
e, and pondering on the nature of my 
ippointment, I at length accomplished 
jfficulttask, where, upon arriving below, 
as wrapped in impenetrable gloom, a 
Bed hum, as of so many swanns of bees, 
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berth above and below was allotted for four 
tenants, which, united, formed one mess of 
eight toen. The appurtenances thereto con- 
sisted of one small keg or "breaker" for 
holding water, a tin quart pot, one wooden 
bowl for thepraties, and an iron spoon or two: 
a knife and fork were subsequently added 
to each mess, as, not being allowed to carry 
pocket-knives, the daily dividend of beef or 
pork into eight equal portions was a matter 
of no small difiSculty. 

We sailed the evening subsequent to our 
embarkation; and, when clearing the river, 
the surgeon came below, and calling the 
attention of all parties to what he was about 
to communicate as particularly affecting their 
future interests, informed them that he had 
appointed me chief boatswain over them, in 
conjunction with three others whom he 
named ; and told them that any one who re- 
fused to comply with, or neglected to execute 
any of my orders, would be severely punished; 
for they must understand, that, in so doing, 
they disobeyed not me but kim, as I was his 
representative and acted under his autho- 
rity. Much more he sud to the same pur- 
pose, plainly evincing that secondary mea- 
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fiance the laws of God and man. All this, too> 
was to be done in so limited a sphere of ac- 
tion, and when exposed to the perils of the sea. 
Yet, incredihle as it might appear, a more will- 
ing, orderly, and ohedient crew (save and ex- 
cept a few incorrigible characters) it was never 
the lot of any officer to commaod. They in 
a little while set to work with an earnestness 
and good-will which ensured success ; and a 
spirit of emulation being exdted, no transport 
vessel, as was subsequently admitted by the 
Governor of New South Wales, ever arrived 
during his (Sir George Gipps's) administra- 
tion so clean and creditable, both in prisoners 
and prison, as the Woodbridge. 

A detachment of soldiers was of course 
on board to enforce obedience and keep tie 
all under due control; but the sagacious, 
politic, and salutary measures adopted by the 
surgeon -superintendent, powerfully aided by 
the kind, concihating, and truly paternal 
conduct of the captain, would almost alone 
have ensured submission, and even cheerful 
compliance. Too much praise cannot be 
awarded to those gentlemen for their gene- 
rous, manly, and philanthropic conduct to 
tbe friendless unfortunates under their autbo- 



96 ADVENTURES OF 

rings, broocfaee, &c.| out of common buttons, 
at which they were very expert, having, no 
doubt, long carried on the fraudulent practice 
of what is termed " ring-dropping." 

Our provisions consisted of the customary 
sea fare, beef and plum-dough, pea-soup and 
pork, alternately. Biscuit, diluted with tea 
or cocoa, formed our morning and evening 
repasts. Three men were appointed as cooks ; 
a galley being set apart for that purpose, and 
our meals were served cleanly and regularly. 
The military mess was prepared in a galley 
on the opposite side of the vessel, and 
consisted of almost similar fare. During 
fine weather we dined on deck in the 
open air, but during the prevalence of 
stormy or hazy weather we dined below. I 
could not avoid being amused at the exercise 
of the same spirit oi pointing, which prevailed 
here, as at the hulks, with regard to the 
mess, as the foUowiug instance will demon- 
strate. 

The beef was always served out in eight- 
pound pieces, which, at an allowance of half- 
a-pound per man, 8u£Sced for two messes of 
eight each. When cooked, the heef had to 
be divided into two lots ; and during this pro- 
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ives, denoted ita approadi. 
er, bad been sbiniog brigbt- 
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t been so near, we should 
■en induced to take shelter 
hich now descended in tor- 
apacious branches ; but for- 
!)BequeDt1y proved, we push- 
ig one side of the tree, and 
We had not passed beyond 

gallop, more than twenty 
Te came a deafening and 
of thunder that caused the 
o spring almost from under 
and trembling and cowering 
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instead of backwardB. ae is the case 
ack tribes. Their features gene- 
irge, coarse, and repulsive, espe- 
louth, but their eyes and teeth 
IS, tbe former being large, black, 
, and the latter vhite, eren, and 

'}i.gim," as the women are styled, 
arkable either for beauty or sta- 
chiefly short and skinny, with a 
of features, resembling much in 
1 appearance of their limbs the 
This, hovever, may justly be 
o the fatigue, privation, and 
yj endure in their irregular and 
labitB of life, for they have to 
le appurtenances of their liege 
iting their implements of war, 
itable place and accommodation 
ip, and procure yams, fisb, opos- 
luch otbei' luxuries as may best 
itee of their fierce and despotic 
1^ pursuits being deemed below 
of the male, excepting for bis 
amusement and recreation. They 
r, a very indolent, treacherous, 
; race of beings, in whom laziness 
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reedom, and New South Wales can 
ume itself on being so emancipated 

leaving Liverpool the scenery be- 
till wilder and grander, and much 
ouDtiUDOus, and so condnues until 
is reached, a large tfaoogb irregular 
tant ninety miles from Sidney, where 
; conspicuous buildings are the gaol 
rt-house, it being an assize town, 
circuit court is holden about every 
It, however, boasts of several other 
f entertainment besidee the gaol, as 
IS sign-boards attached to neat and 
one-buildinge incontestably denote, 
eing good accommodation for " man 
it^" where it too often happens, that: 
! proves tbe more ratumal of the two 
3, and that its owner and itself change 
itive positions. 

en Berrima and Liverpool are two 
oall townships, named respectively 
11 Town, and Stonequarry, the for- 
ag a pretty and promising place, 
g of one long street^ with a court- 
nd police barracks, the latter of 
tive insignificance. When staying 
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ed is by means of a large and hollow tree, 
(many of which are to be found in the bush,) 
which is sawed off at either end level, leaving 
the trap about six feet lon^. One end of the 
trap is then securely fastened up with strong 
timber, leaving the other open. A short up- 
right is fixed about the centre of the upper 
part, on which traverses a long pole running 
the full length of the trap. To one end of 
this pole is fixed a sliding door, made to fit 
the open space at the end of the trap, and, 
when lifted, the other end ie attached to a 
string or wire, to which is fastened a piece 
of meat at the inner end of the trap ; so that^ 
on entering the trap and touching the food 
or bait; the door falls and cuts off all retreat. 
Here, then, they are taken alive, and well 
bmted by the sheep-dogs until killed. The 
shepherds call them their best friends ; since, 
were it not for them, the shepherds would 
be in a measure useless and unnecessary : 
there is not a little truth in the observ- 
ation. They are not; however, very formid- 
able to man, unless he is surprised by them 
in the night-time when asleep or intoxicated, 
and unable to defend himself. At such times 
they are, indeed, dangerous, as many iu- 
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elude the possibility of detection. I have 
Dot the smallest doubt our bullocks were 
subjected to the same durance. 

When travelling in company, should the 
drays come to any severe pinch, a very excel- 
lent plan is adopted to surmount it All the 
teams in the rear unite their leading bullocks 
to the front team, sometimes to the number 
of thirty, and, thus reinforced, it easily over- 
comes the difficulty. When at the top, the 
bullocks are again unhooked, and added to 
the leading ones of the front team, brought 
down again to the next in rotation, and so on 
until all have ascended: they then resume 
their regular line of march. Without this, in 
many places, they could not proceed. 

The next town to Berrima is Goulburn, 
one of the most flounsbing townships in any 
part of the interior, possessing the most 
eligible site, both in scenery and healthful- 
ness. It is, moreover, large and respectable, 
and contains many extensive mercantile es- 
tablishments and great stores. The houses 
are chiefly built of brick or stone, and its 
Deighbourhood boasts of many wealthy and 
respectable families. One great fault, how- 
ever, is, that the new gaol, which has been 
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Poor little gentleman I what a pity it was 
that such things as bushrangers or blocks 
should ever interfere with so agreeable a 
diversion. How quietly and calmly would 
he have gone on the even tenor of his 
way ! But, unfortunately for him, there 
were other things he^des cockatoos and wild 
pigeons to attend to, and his anxiety and 
alarm at times were truly pitiable ; not that 
he underwent much fatigue A'om riding or 
writing, as he generally impoaed labours of 
this kind on me, but then there was the fearful 
responsibility — what could divest him of that? 
According to the duties laid down for the 
commissioner, he had to visit every station in 
bis district once every half-year, to hear and 
redress grievances, and prevent trespasses or 
encroachments. This, of itself, was a mighty 
task for one so portly, but, besides this, he had 
to assess all sheep, horses, and homed cattle 
throughout bis district each half-year, and 
serve the settlers with due notices of what 
they had to pay to the colonial treasurer. To 
deliver these notices, attend liiro during his 
circuit, pursue bushrangers, and keep in 
check the aborigines, was our particular and 
sometimes dangerous duty. 
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Some years ago, the colony was infestt 
by many dangerous, desperate, and determint 
characters of this description, who set at opt 
defiance all the police of the country. Mar 
were the rencounters which took plac 
with various success, and many the sevei 
pursuits and hair-breadth escapes of tV 
outlawed bands. One man in particula 
named Donoghue, an Irishman, by hiB hero: 
conduct and determined bravery, complete] 
immortalised his name in the annals of bust 
ranging, and to the present day is spoken ( 
in terms of pity and admiration. This ma 
was in the bush many years, and constant! 
contrived to elude the active vigilance an 
keen pursuit of the mounted police. 

Many amusing anecdotes are still told ( 
him, and, though long since dead, he yc 
lives in song, owing to his brave and romai 
tic exiL Among all his atrocities he wi 
never known to plunder the poor and need] 
but, on the contrary, took from the rich t 
bestow on the poor. From being a prisont 
of the Crown himaelf, he cherished an ii 
superable aversion to such masters or ore; 
seers as tyrannised over their assigned eei 
vants; and on one occasion, whikt purgutn 
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indignantly objected to by Donoghue, who 
replied, with a. spirit worthy of a better 
cause, "No! go who will — /remain. There 
is but man for man, and we have, of the 
two partieB, the advantage." This, how* 
ever, had not the desired effect on his 
chicken-hearted associates, who intimated 
their intention of retiring, which Donoghue 
assented to, calling them base cowards, and 
declaring that he alone would stand his 
ground while life remained. The three 
cowards then took to their horses just as 
the police approached, and, without firing a 
shot, galloped off, leaving their brave though 
unfortunate comrade to perish alone. This 
he did, but not before he bad brought two 
of hiB assailants to the ground, including the 
corporal, and had seriously wounded a third, 
when, in levelling his piecp at the remaining 
uninjured foe, his enemy forestalled him, and 
shot him in the centre of his forehead. He 
fell — nobly fell, where he had stood alone and 
unsupported. To commemorate the event, 
his name, with that of the day and date on 
which he was shot, were carved in the bai'k 
of the tree which sheltered him, which is 
still to be seen thickly perforated with the 
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formidable marauders rob or "bail up" a 
station, possibly remote from any other, intel- 
ligence is instantly forwarded to the nearest 
mounted police-station, whence a body of 
men instantly repair to the scene of action, 
taking with them one or more trackers, who 
are retained and clothed by the Government 
at every police barracks. They are then put 
on the track, whether of foot, horse, or dray, 
and follow the same to the place of conceal- 
ment, camping at night on the track, and pur- 
suing it on the following morning. Immense 
property in this way has been recovered, but 
much more is no doubt still secreted and 
buried in the confines of tbe busb. 

When practicable, bushrangers generally 
endeavour to prevail on some shepherd to 
drive his flock of sheep over their tracks to 
elude pursuit ; and in some instances this 
ruje has succeeded. Bush-rangiug, however, 
is now almost unknown in New South 
Wales, as the number of prisoners is so great- 
1y diminished, and conditional liberty so easily 
attainable. 
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Jroid. When he subsequently beard of the 
mistake, he langhed heartily. 

This system nas, however, thanks to the 
mild and humane administration of Sir Rich- 
ard Bourke, and his successor Sir George 
Gipps, soon abolished, and a more just and 
impartial one introduced. Subsequently, under 
the latter governor, the private assignment 
was entirely abolished, when transportation 
to New South Wales was suspended, and 
many assigned servants were withdrawn from 
their masters, with a view to prevent the 
exercise of any unjust control over their 
future liberty, which had been carried on to 
a most pernicious and alarming extent. 

The course generally adopted in such cases 
was the following : — When an assigned ser- 
vaot, say a lifer (that is, one sentenced for 
life), after the usual probationary period of 
eight years had expired, bad become eligible, 
from good conduct and servitude, for the in- 
dulgence of a ticket of leave, (which ticket 
exempts him from Government employ, and 
enables him to work in any one choeen dis- 
trict for his own particular benefit,) his master, 
conscious that when he left him he could 
not obtain another hood servant, and that, if 
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two, or tiiree nights under the shelter of a 
rock or large tree, with only one comfort, 
namely, abundance of fuel for burning, should 
he happen to possess a tinder-box, which few 
experienced hands travel without. The 
blacks procure fire by the truly primitive 
process of rubbing two pieces of wood to- 
gether, the one hard and the other soft, dry, 
and porous, which, by dint of friction, be- 
come ignited. The method has, however, 
been often described. 

Few men travel in the bush without be- 
ing armed ; and the mounted police have 
to question every doubtful or suspicious- 
looking person they meet as to his civil 
condition, whether free or bond, and very 
often they find some very uacivil parties. 
All free persons are supposed to carry cre- 
dentials about them certifying their Ireedom. 
The emigrant must be able to produce a 
certificate of his ship's clearance ; the eman- 
dpist^ one who has served his conditional 
term, of his "emancipation;" the "free by 
servitude," he who has served his full sen- 
tence, is required to show his " certificate of 
freedom;" and the ticket of leave-bolder, his 
printed ticket Should any one be so un- 
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sentence, independent of its deferring his 
indulgence. 

My duties as clerk and corporal were very, 
severe, as 1 had generally to accompany the 
commissioner during his periodical visits to 
the settlers. On one occasion we came to a 
large river, which barred our course, and 
could only be crossed by means of a canoe, 
of which the proprietor was a big hiack 
fellow. The commissioner was determined 
to pass in this frail and shallow skiff, which 
was only formed from a large sheet of bark, 
compressed at both ends. Being, as I have 
before stated, a fat and portly personage, 
his unwieldly weight, added to the black's, 
brought the light and oscillating structure 
to the water's edge, and they had much dif- 
ficulty in keeping her afloat. At length the 
signal was given to push ofT, which the black 
pilot laughingly complied with, and the fra- 
^le bark was launched with its goodly freight 
into the current of the stream. I remained 
on the hank with the horses, intending to 
follow and swim over with them ; but 1 
could not repress my mirth when I perceived 
the canoe, with gyratory motion, whirled 
rapidly along in the centre of the stream, 
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seemingly well pleased with the elements 
below. Again he appeared, when in an in- 
stant the black dived with the velocity of an 
arrow immediately under the spot, and, in- 
tercepting him when sinking, brought him to 
the sur^ce firmly grasped in one hand. In a 
few minutes afterwards he was safely landed 
on the same bank from whence he bad so un- 
luckily embarked, looking far more like some 
river-god, or a subject of the sea-king, than 
a C. C. L. I had the greatest difficulty to 
control my laughter at his deplorable plight, 
and the dolorous tones with which he spoke 
in terms of reproach and upbmding to bis 
grinning companion and preserver. He did 
not attempt the passage again, and we were 
therefore compelled to make a considerable 
detour to prosecute our journey. 

Another ludicrous adventure, full of great 
vexation and annoyance to the commission- 
er, occurred, I was informed, some time pre- 
vious to my joining him. A noted bush- 
ranger, named Curran, after whom there was 
a hot pursuit, was reported to be in Mr. 

L e's immediate neighbourhood, and that 

zealous and efficient officer was strictly en- 
joined to keep a sharp look-^ut for him, as 
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excuse my rudeness, but what will you take 

to drink?" — "Thank you, Mr. L , you 

are very kind ; I '11 take a glass of brandy, 
if you please." — " Certainly, my good sir," 
replied hU obliging host; and brandy and 
tumblers were instantly forthcoming. Dur- 
ing the course of conversation which ensued 

over their grog, Mr. L asked his hiend 

Mr. Gammon, in confidence, whether or not 
in his joamey up the country he had seen 
or heard of Mr, Curran, as he was suspected 
of making his way up to Maneroo, and he 

(Mr. L ) was on a sharp look-out for him. 

" Oh, yes, Mr. L ; I have often heard 

of such a gentleman," replied Mr. Gammon, 
" but never had the good fortune to see him. 
I am told he much resembles me in appear- 
ance." — '* Indeed I" said Mr. L — ■ - ; *' I 
should scarcely credit that. He must be a 
fine-looking man, then." — "Thank you for 

the compliment, Mr. L . I am sorry 

my time is so precious at present that I 
cannot stay longer, as I do not know how 
soon I may he wanted." — "You are surely 
not going before dinner?" inquired his hospi- 
table entertainer. "Really, Mr, Gammon, 
I did think you would dine with mc ; I have 
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which in that quarter are very numerous. 
The plains, again, are of vast extent, chiefly 
applied to the depasturing of sheep, of which 
valuable stock thousands might be seen 
clothing the green surface of the waste, Uke 
so many fleecy flakes of snow. Here the 
wild dog IB not so much apprehended as in 
the bush, owing to the taat extent of view 
you can command ; and they prefer approach- 
ing unobserved, if possible, with cat-hke 
cunning. 

From the various kinds of timber in New 
South Wales, where it so much abounds, it 
may naturally be inferred, and very justly too, 
that much valuable wood is to be obtained 
there, especially for building purposes. The 
most esteemed and the most valuable are 
mahogany, cedar, and pine woods, which in 
many parts are very abundant, and grow 
to an enormous size. The similitude between 
the two former is remarkable, as, when 
polished, the one equals the other in gloss 
and grun, but the cedar is not so deep- 
coloured. It is, however, generally used for 
cabinet purposes and in-door furniture. Of 
the other kinds there are many, consisting 
of iron-bark, stringy-bark, white, red, and 
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when cut or scraped, a moBt delightful odour ; 
but, from its stinted growth, it is not appli- 
cable to any expensive purpose, but is usually 
turned into short whip-handles. 

With reference to the other kinds I have 
mentioned, their particular properties are im- 
material, with the exception of the green- 
wattle, wfaieb, though of inferior size, is of 
superior utility, being solely and exclu- 
sively used for tanning purposes; the bark 
being stripped off, dried, and then sold for 
four and five pounds per ton. It is con- 
sidered by tanners equally as good, if not 
better than our oak bark. There is likewise 
a peculiar kind of gum which exudes from it, 
very sweet in flavour, and an excellent remedy 
for dysentery. The native blacks also feed 
on it, and find it very nutritious. Its growth 
is not general, but in some places it is 
abundant. 

The dwellings of the poorer or labouring 
class, in the interior, when not constructed 
of slabs, are composed of sheets of bark, 
placed perpendicularly, and united by means 
of cross-bars to the comer-poets. Others 
there are of a still more humble and pri- 
mitive style, with merely the bark, support- 
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number is completed, be is set at liberty and 
allowed to retain bU wife ; if otberwise, be 
dies, and is devoured by both parties, who 
deem this a sumptuous repast. Difficult as 
it may appear, many instances occur of the 
culprit escaping scot free, or perhaps with a 
slight wound or two. 

The method of taking wild fowl, which 
abound in this "country, is f^ novel as it is 
singular, and, were it not a well-authen- 
ticated fact, might reasonably be disputed. 
Wben the natives want a few ducks, they 
repair to a large lake, or lagooji, where 
hundreds are to he found at certain seasons, 
and being naked, they hind round their 
matted locks, embradng head, face and 
all, a quanti^ of weed, termed duck-weed, 
of which the web-footed tribe is particu- 
larly fond, and diving into the water, they 
come to the surface very near the objects 
of their pursuit, but so gently, gradually, 
and imperceptibly, that the ducks are not 
even disturbed, but in a short time assemble 
round the weed. The blacks then pull them 
below the water by tbeir legs, until they are 
satisfied with their success, wben throwing off 
their mask with a terrific shout, they scare the 
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which in a great measure arises from their 
incessant harassing and hunting them, oc- 
casions the natives far greater difficulty in 
carrying on their wholesale depredations. 
Occasionally, when they come upon a fat 
beast in the bush, they discharge their spears 
at- him, and if be does not immediately fall, 
^ they will pursue him until the poor brute 
drops from loss of blood. But their favou- 
rite method is to surround a herd or moh of 
from fifty to a hundred beasts, and so drive 
them near some morass, lagoon, or swamp, in 
which they rush in wild terror from the dis- 
tracting sight and sound of their cunning 
pursuers, and immediately become embedded 
or " bogged." In this manner the beasts run 
on their own certain destruction, for they tlien 
fall an easy prey, their captors selecting the 
fattest, and killing and cutting them up,— 
sometimes taking only tbe best parts from 
the roaring, writhing, and reeking victim, — 
where they stand. The remainder of the 
herd, if not previously discovered by the 
owner, are left to perish by the slow and 
more lingering process of starvation, or by 
the native dogs; and their bones, for years 
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man or woman is never seen among them. 
It would appear that the blacks, being na- 
turally jealous and tenacious of their primi- 
tive rights, look with an eye of animosity 
and distrust on those party-coloured pic- 
caninnies, seemingly with an instinctive per- 
eeption that they are usurpers and in- 
truders, and, without evincing any ill- 
feeling or spirit of revenge towards the 
disloyal and incontinent " lues," inveigle 
the poor innocent and unsuspicious children 
into the mazes of the bush, on some frivolous 
pretext, and there murder and eat them, so 
that it rarely happens that they survive be- 
yond the age of sixteen. 

I have heard it affirmed by a gentleman 
recently in the Colony, that, aftar an inter- 
course of this nature on the part of the 
females, the immediate and legitimate race 
in that line is for ever cut oflF. But, with 
all due deference to such an assertion, I 
must say, that my own personal observa- 
tion has often been addressed to this sub- 
ject; and that I have frequently seen those 
half-cast or whitey-brown children running 
with their little black brothers and sisters, o1 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Among Australian quadrupeds, the native 
dog, the kangaroo, opossum, bandicoot, native 
bear, kangaroo rat, and the squirrel, are the 
chief. The dog has been already mentioned, 
and is the only formidable animal to be met 
with. The rest are to a certain extent harm- 
less, though tbe "old man" kangaroo, vihfjf 
severely and closely pushed by the hunters, 
is not to be despised, for instances have 
been knonn of men's lives having been, if 
not sacrificed, at least placed in imminent 
jeopardy when that animal has been brought 
Xo bay. It does not run, but hops, its hinder 
'^li3gs, it will be remembered, being much 
longer than the fore ones. It is really as- 
tonishing to see tbe prodigious springs this 
animal sometimes makes, evincing great mus- 
cular action and power, and in some cases 
covering, particularly springing down hill, a 
distance of from fifteen to twenty yards. The 



A GUARDSMAN. 189 

and- 1 have myself seen these snakes, from 
five to six feet long, propped on two or 
three folds of the tail, and with head erect, 
taking a quiet survey of the interior 
of a hut. Cattle are very often bitten by 
them, but seldom suffer much from tbe bite. 
On tbe margins of large lakes or lagoons, 
being of an amphibious nature, they are 
generally to be found. Centipedes and ta- 
rantulfe are likewise very numerous, and fre- 
quently conveyed into tbe bouses by means 
of rotten firewood, in which they generate. 
The bite of these reptiles, though very ve- 
nomous, is never fatal. Guanas and lizards 
of a very large kind also abound in tbe bush, 
tbe former being reckoned a very dainty dish 
by Europeans, as well as by tbe aborigines. 

An interesting account is given of the kind 
and friendly nature of the lizard, for the truth 
of which 1 will not vouch. It is said that when 
a person Is asleep in the hush during the day 
or night, and any deadly snake in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood threatens the safety 
of the sleeper, the little lizard will run re- 
peatedly over his face, until it awakens him, 
and so warn him of danger. Certain it is, 
that snakes and lizards are sworn enemies 
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August, and September, this annoyance is of 
almost constant continuance. 

The cuckoo seems to partake of the nature 
of the country vbich it inhabits, where nearly 
everything is reversed, for that solitary bird, 
the happy harbinger of spring in Europe, 
sings its melancholy note in the night instead 
of the day-tme. 

The principal rivers in the present colo- 
nised parts of New Holland are the follow- 
ing : — Murrumbidgee, Oxborough, Hume or 
Murray, Snowy, Lachlan, Tumut, Goulbum, 
Hunter, Peel, Patterson, Bread bow, and 
Merooee, which are all large rivers fed by nu- 
merous tributary streams. In many instances 
tbey form a confluence with each other, after 
winding a devious course for some hundreds 
of miles through a vast and mountainous re- 
^on in some places, and fine, flat, and lux- 
uriant plains in others. Of these the Hunter 
may he deemed the most important in cha- 
racter, if not in size and extent, claiming, as 
it does, the distinction, by no means incon- 
siderable, of having been rendered commodi- 
ous for the transit of persons and property 
to and from that rich and thriving district 
by that large and flourishing body, "The 
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business in the township, I managed to eke 
out a very comfortable subBistence, boarding 
and lodgbg with my old and much-valued 
friend, Mr. M — 1 — n. 

During my sojourn in Yass, a certun 
truly philanthropic lady, named C — h — m, 
who, by her indefatigable exertiong in the 
cause of tbe friendlees emigrants abiding 
in Sydney, rendered herself conspicuous, 
arrtTed in the township with some twenty 
or thirty couples, male and female, but 
chiefly married people, with a view of car- 
rying out certain friendly measures for 
their benefit. Tlie metropolis was at that 
time completely overrun with such unfor- 
tunate creatures, who, from want of the 
means of transporting themselves further 
inland, more especially those who had in- 
cumbrances, were absolutely in a state of 
starvation. To remedy this great and cry- 
ing evil, this kind lady undertodi, at her 
own responsibility, to conduct them in 
small parties to di&rent parts of the inte- 
rior, where, from the greater demand for 
labour, tbey were more certain of obtaining 
employment 

Sud) parties as wished to engage any par- 
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without incumbrances ; the husband being 
often retiuned as cook and butler, and the 
wife as housemaid and laundress, at joint 
wages of from twenty-five to tbirty pounds, 
exclusive of rations. The single ones in such 
capacities, or as grooms, gardeners, or coach- 
men, may be respectively averaged at from 
twelve to fifteen pounds, and, in special and 
peculiar cases, twenty pounds. Tradesmen's 
and mechanics' wages rate generally very 
high ; and they must be very inferior work- 
mea indeed, if they do not make from thirty 
shillings to two pounds a week. The best 
trades in New South Wales, more especially 
in the interior, are carpenters, blacksmiths, 
wheelwrights, shoemakers, and tailors: these 
generally secure a good nm, and, when once 
a connexion is estahlished, success is certain. 
Masons, bricklayers, plasterers, cabinet- 
makers, turners, and whitesmiths are almost 
useless in the bush, and do best in Sydney, 
Port PhiUp, or some large and flourishing 
township, where their particular branches of 
trade are in greater request 

Any steady good tradesman, of whatever 
denomination, can do very well, if he so wills 
it, in Australia ; and, were that extortionate 
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sealed it, and receiTed m^ fee, I de- 
livered it to him, and he immediately went 
and banded it to Mre. C — h— m personally, 
saying that he would call for an answer in 
the evening. 

On reading the note the good lady was 
completely convulsed with merriment, it was 
such a novel and truly singular application, 
and she enjoyed the joke greatly among her 
friends. True to her character, however, she 
did not neglect the commission, for, Boon after 
her return to Sydney, a fine-looking elderly 
female, with long raven ringlets, and clothes 
most fashionably cut, if not formed of the 
most costly material, was seen one morning 
to alight from the mail-cart in Yass, having 
travelled from Sydney by it for two nights 
and a day, who anxiously inquired for the 
residence of Doctor J- — ^h — m. There being 
but one personage of that name in the town, 
who was generally well known, she was di- 
rected to his house ; and, on seeing Mr, J , 

with many beautiful blushes, and simpering 
smiles, she delivered to him her testimonials, 
together with a letter of introduction from 
their mutual kind friend, Mrs. C — h — m. 
All things being now established on an ami- 
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about five miles, and not more than a mile 
across in the widest part. The river divides 
it on either side from the main land by an 
almost equal channel; and the work perform- 
ed there was, independent of the Siloes, chiefly 
directed to the formation of wharfs around 
the island, building barracks and stores, and 
cutting stone for the same. 

A military guard of fifty men were con- 
stantly on the island, and were relieved 
weekly. Sentries were not only posted at 
different points of the island, but likewise ac- 
companied the different gangs of those going 
to a penal settlement when on the works, 
together with a prisoner overseer. The other 
class, namely, the expirees, were merely under 
the control of one of themselves, subjected, 
however, to the same restraint and surveil- 
lance at all other times. 

At the time I refer to the number of pri- 
soners of all grades on the island amounted 
to from four hundred to five hundred, who 
were under the immediate management of a 
civil, superintendent. This gentlemen, a wor- 
thy, vigilant, and much-respected man, named 

R n, resided with his family on the island, 

and having been for a number of years in the 
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resolved rather to brave death than the horrors 
of Port Arthur. Accordingly, one fine aft«r- 
nooD, about the hour of four, when all the 
gangs were at their vork, these two men, who 
were employed in stone-cutting, contrived to 
secrete a chisel and mallet, with which, on 
-■pretence of going to the rear under the rocks, 
they cut the connecting-chains of their irons, 
thus leaving their limbs free, but still en- 
cumbered with the basils and broken links. 
Having accomplished thus much without de- 
tection, they threw ofi* their clothing, and 
boldly plunged into the water, within twenty 
yards of a sentry, across whose post, a pro- 
jecting point of rock, they had to swim. The 
soldier almost instantly perceived them, and 
levelling his musket at the foremost, pulled 
the trigger, when the piece missed fire. A 
second time he tried, and with more success, 
the ball striking about a foot from the head of 
the foremost. The report of the piece was 
of itself sufficient to alarm the guard, and' 
simultaneously they rushed to the spot, in 
the hurry and surprise of the moment, carry- 
ing their pieces and pouches in their hands. 
Then opened a rattling discharge, rever- 
berating through the rocks, and brought back 
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banked, pulled swiftly round the point called 
Long Nose, and being directed to the swim- 
mers, pursued and overtook tbem. They 
were picked up, brougbt back, and subse- 
quently received one hundred lashes, and 
were confined a month on bread and water in 
Woolloomooloo gaol. Poor fellows ! their 
self-devoted bravery and desperate daring 
deserved a better &te. The distance tbey 
bad to accomplish was one mile. 

Another attempt to escape was made by 
three men who excavated a deep bole in the 
ground adjoining a sewer which emptied 
itself into the river. This they did by slow 
degrees during the hours of relaxation from 
their work, and when unobserved. Having 
hollowed out a biding-place sufficient in 
extent to admit of containing the three, 
tbey one evening, prior to muster, con- 
cealed themselves in it, and awaited anxi- 
ously the success of their ingenuity. When 
the muster-roll was called at five o'clock, the 
three absentees were of course not forthcom- 
ing, and a general search ensued, but without 
success. A chain of sentries was then posted 
round the island, so close as to be enabled 
to communicate by word of mouth. Hours 
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supported by two of the soldiers, and accom- 
panied by all, thus leaving the coast clear for 
the escape of the other two. Arriving at 
the most remote part, he pointed to a crevice 
in the rock, saying that there he had left 
them. 

This noble self-denial did not avail hie as- 
sociates, as they neglected the golden oppor- 
tunity, and remained concealed. Discovering 
his evasion, the superintendent ordered bim 
to be confined in the cell, and the dispenser 
to attend him. A diligent search was then 
eetablished in the vicinity of the spot where 
the one was discovered; and, following his 
marks, they soon detected the place of con- 
cealment, and dragged the two culprits forth, 
who were lodged in safe custody. The two 
last-mentioned were subsequently tried, and 
underwent a corporal punishment of one hun- 
dred lashes each ; but the one who was shot 
was not further punished, as they consider- 
ed that he bad suffered sufficiently from his 
wound. Other convicts, however, have proved 
more fortunate, and have succeeded in reach- 
ing the main land, where they enjoyed but 
a short freedom, as they were almost immedi- 
ately captured. 



A GUARDSMAN. 

compensation, I took care to cc 
as possible ; and I am Borry to 
of the junior squatters were ii: 
this petition, not knowing rightl 
ceroed, and that is vas intended 
most wealthy. If it had beei 
warrant, I think they would 1 
same; although I never omitt 
them such parts of the petiti 
gined it concerned them and k] 
means the number of sigoati 
cured, and afler an absence of 
returned to Yass, and receive< 
commendation and the smallest 
imaginable. 

J had, however, a fine o 
seeing the country. Its gei 
were rich and luxuriant, abouni 
and generally well watered. 
this particular quarter are vei 
In fact, »nce the introduction 
to the Colony, the aborigina 
become not only much deg 
considerably diminished. Thi 
counted for by the fact of i 
eating so much with the whites 
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carried, that the ship was, at certain hours, 
almost as much in the hands of the French- 
men as of her own crew, as the latter were 
assaulted and their officers threatened ; added 
to this, during the prevalence of heavy gales, 
the safety of the whole was endangered in 
consequence of a shortness of hands, and the 

French refusing to work. D n alone was 

to blame for all; for, had he taken proper 
measures to secure their assistance, and pro- 
vided sufficient supplies, nothing of the kind 
would have occurred, hut all would have gone 
on tranquilly. 

In twelve days from leaving Sydney we 
were off New Zealand, distant twelve hun- 
dred miles, and ran through Cook's Strait« 
with a fair though fresh hreeze. The most 
conspicuous feature on this wild coast wse 
Mount Egremont, soaring to the clouds, with 
its summit crowned with perpetual snows. 
None of the natives could be seen on the 
shore, as they keep more inland, where the 
climate is much warmer. Five weeks after- 
wards we doubled Cape Horn, where we 
experienced a terrific gale, but, fortunately, 
of only short duration. 

From this period might he dated the com- 
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his rashneaa. Fortmiately for us, the Fre 
officer had more sense thsa to accept sue 
challenge ; and the same evening, under 
these disagreeable circumstances, we set i 
for, we anxiously prayed, the last time, 
stretched across for the Line. 

Pemambuco is a nice, clean, comp 
looking little town, situated on the margi 
the sea, and very low. The houses are 
white ; but 1 had no opportunity of a c 
inspection, as I did not go on shore. Tl 
seemed to he plenty of cultivation on 
coast, and cocoa-nut trees bloomed in ri 
and lofty luxuriance. 

Nothing of any further moment oecu 
dunng the remainder of the passage; ■ 
with many fervent thanks to the Almij 
for our safe and happy deliverance from 
perils which environed ub, we joyfully 
gladly hailed the white clifis of Old Alt 
the Queen of the Ocean, which create* 
all, but more particularly in me, emotion 
the most intense and rapturous entbusiasi 

None but those who have been simil 
circumstanced can fully appreciate my I 
ings. Off Dover Castle a pilot boardec 
and soon after a steamer took us in tow, 
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